Evaluation of spermatozoa of the rat in hyperprolactinaemia induced by metoclopramide.
Metoclopramide (MCP) in doses of 2.2 mg kg-1 body weight, being administered intraperitoneally to rats for 14 d, provokes a premature release of germ cells in the testes. The number of spermatozoa is reduced. In addition the spermatozoa exhibit defects of head and tail structures. After the administration of MCP for 14 d, followed by a 14-d break in applying the drug, the number of spermatozoa in the lumen of the epididymal duct continues to be low. Many spermatozoa are damaged. Only after a 66-d-break in MCP administration is the morphology of the seminiferous epithelium restored, and a large number of spermatozoa appear in the lumen of the epididymal duct.